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EMBLEM

On a disc Azure, a globe party per pale Argent and Buff grid lines counterchanged of the field,
charged with a winged shield Argent fimbriated of the first, charged with a cross Gules, in base
a pair of lightning bolts in chevron reversed Or, all within a narrow border Black. Attached
below the disc, a Buff scroll edged with a narrow Black border and inscribed “455TH EXP
AEROMED EVAC SQ” in Black letters. Attached above the disc, a Buff scroll edged with a narrow
Black border and inscribed “PRESERVE FIGHTING STRENGTH” in Black letters. SIGNIFICANCE:



Ultramarine blue and Air Force yellow are the Air Force colors. Blue alludes to the sky, the
primary theater of Air Force operations. Yellow refers to the sun and the excellence required of
Air Force personnel. The winged shield represents medical care in flight. The globe signifies the
Air Force core competency of global reach. The lightning bolts allude to the rapid response
required to preserve fighting strength.

MOTTO
NICKNAME

OPERATIONS

Red Horse civil engineers completed a new crew-prep facility for the 455th Expeditionary
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. "The new facility is right on
the ramp, closer to the aircraft, and closer to the Contingency Aeromedical Staging Facility,"
said 455th EAES Commander Lt. Col. Carla Marcinek in Bagram's Oct. 8 release. "This means we
can work more efficiently, we can respond faster, and ultimately that translates to better
patient care for our wounded," she added. Bagram officials held the facility's ribbon-cutting
ceremony on Oct. 6. The new building is twice as large as the previous structure, states the
release. It holds enough flight-ready medical equipment and supplies to accommodate
transient crews from places like Kandahar Airfield as well as the 455th EAES' nurses and medics.
Civil engineers from the 457th Expeditionary RED HORSE Squadron designed the facility,
working closely with members of the 455th Expeditionary Civil Engineer Squadron to cut
construction cost, according to the release. 2012

The first non-stop medical evacuation flight from Bagram Air Base to Landstuhl, Germany lifted
off 21 March 2007. The lengthy three- to five-day route from Bagram AB through Kuwait to
Landstuh has been reduced to an approximate 10- hour direct flight to provide faster service to
wounded servicemembers and Department of Defense civilians. The direct flight to Ramstein
AB is a huge benefit to patients, said Tech. Sgt. Chauncey Hewitt, NCO in charge of the patient
administration division at the Craig Joint Theater Hospital. His job is to manage the Aeromedical
Evacuation missions at the Bagram’s new theater hospital.

“Patients were (usually) flown to an alternate location before going on to Europe,” Sergeant
Hewitt explained. “A direct line to Germany is very important, and you need that dedicated
direct line of medical care for the patients. One of those patients is Army Sgt. Maj Roy Striley.
He’s the command sergeant major for the advanced individual training brigade at Kabul Military
Training Center. “This is an awesome process,” said Sergeant Major Striley. “l can quickly get
the medical attention | need so | can get back online with my troops.” The seasoned Soldier is a
patient being treated for chest pains.

“The treatment I've received here is superb,” Sergeant Major Striley said. “These missions
are incredibly advantageous for the troops’ morale.” An AE team and a critical care air transport
team provided care for a handful of patients being medically evacuated to Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center near Landstuhl, Germany. The seven-member AE team is from the 43rd
Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at Pope Air Force Base, N.C. The four medical technicians
and three nurses on the team are responsible for patient care during medical flying missions.



The three-person CCAT team is assigned to the 455th Expeditionary Aeromedical Evacuation
Flight. They provide critical patient care allowing patients to be moved out of theater even if
their medical condition is not stable.

Sergeant Major striley is eager to return to his post, where he oversees a 26-member staff
that helps mentor the Afghan National Army’s soldiers. “Taking care of my troops is what it all
boils down to,” he said. A schedule for the AE missions allows hospital personnel to help their
patients with medical needs. “We can provide higher care much faster,” said Lt. Col. Irene Soto,
a nurse manager at the intermediate care ward of Bagram’s state of-the-art medical facility.
That care was evident during the mission’s planning stage. The 455th EAEF was a beehive of
activity as mission controllers ensured all patient information was properly annotated.

“It's a teamwork mentality and an entire team effort,” said Staff Sgt. Annette Washington,
NCO in charge of the AE operations team. Sergeant Washington said their job is to ensure
proper coordination for mission success, provide support and facilitate the overall process. “We
help provide the safety net for ground operations,” said Lt. Col. David Johnson, 455th EAEF
chief. During the ground operations portion of the mission, the combined team of highly skilled
nurses, physicians and medical technicians quickly performed its mission. Cold weather made
loading patients into the aircraft even more physically taxing. Fortunately, the cargo
compartment was already perfectly arranged and configured to handle the patient load.
Providing the care, attention and treatment the patients need is top priority for the AE team.

“I really enjoy taking care of the troops in the front line,” said Capt. Nathan Ferguson,

a flight nurse. Saving lives is the reason we’re here, said 1st Lt. Tamara Passut a flight nurse. As
the aircraft disappeared into the dark Afghan night, that last statement became a reality. 2007
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